Tuesday, June 16, 2009

I found the winter and spring ’09 editions of the Bulletin disturbing. In the ’73 class notes in the winter Bulletin, there was a light-hearted reference to Norm Stitzer. Those classmates living in Rockwell at the time might remember that Norm, along with another rich jock who also lasted only one year, repeatedly assaulted both me and Joe Flounders, as we were too weak to fight back. My classmates may remember because they found it very humorous at the time. When I came back from Thanksgiving vacation I brought with me a knife, and let Norm know that I was not afraid to use it. The attacks, and general hilarity that accompanied them, stopped. 


The spring edition had a record number of references to the Bush family, always shamelessly promoted but never to this extent. This is because they exemplify the true mission of prep schools; to ensure the continuation of power and privilege to the next generation of the well-born. Recall that the major characteristics of fascism as supported by Prescott Bush were brought to us all by the two Bush presidencies, to wit: private armies beyond the rule of law (Contras, Blackwater); torture and murder of prisoners held without charge or trial; unprovoked wars of aggression contrary to international law; concentration of public funds into a few private hands and increase in the power of a few giant corporations (deregulation, tax cuts for the rich, massive deficits); hateful propaganda broadcasts (Clear Channel, Fox); illegal and ubiquitous surveillance; and subversion of the democratic process. As long as PA lionizes these criminals, I find it difficult to have good feelings about my old school, even with the many positive memories. 
